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Dear Robert Hunter Families, 
 
Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year!  I am excited to join 
the Robert Hunter School community as your principal.  I look 
forward to working collaboratively to support the school 
mission “to educate, inspire, and assist children of all abilities 
in achieving their full academic potential while nurturing 
positive relationships and providing opportunities for self-
expression.” 
 
As the students return, I am pleased to have the opportunity 
to get to know and work with them.  We hope to see you at 
one of our many upcoming events, including the PTO Back to 
School Social on September 9

th
, Kindergarten Open House on 

September 13
th

, and Grades 1-4 Back to School Night on 
September 14

th
. 

 
We have had a few new additions to the Robert Hunter 
learning community.  All are well qualified and will enhance 
our fine faculty.    We warmly welcome the following new 
staff members to Robert Hunter: 
 
Staff member         Grade/Subject               
Carly Bergstrom   Resource Room 
Rebecca Burns  Resource Room 
Jodi Carmon  Administrative Secretary 
Cathy Carr  Grade 2 
Susanna Cunniff  School Nurse  
Joy DeSalvo  Cafeteria Aide  
Kaitlin French  Grade 4  
Rita Lopa  World Language  
Karen Mecadon  K/1 LLD Teacher Assistant 
Andrew Midgley  Child Study Team 
Jaclynn Murray  Grade K/1 LLD 
Sarah Opdyke  Student Support – Math  
Erica Walker  Child Study Team 
Rebecca Witte  Grade 4 LLD 
 
Please be sure to read our newsletters and/or our website 
throughout the year, as they contain important school news 
and updates. We look forward to a positive and productive 
school year. 
 
Sincerely,  
Dr. Kathleen Suchorsky, Principal 

 

From the Desk of Vice Principal Ten Kate 

 
 
 
 
Responsibility is September’s character word.  During the first weeks 
of school, students will be learning classroom routines and working 
with their teachers to create classroom rules.  Once these 
procedures and rules are established, there will be many 
opportunities for children to show what responsibility looks like and 
sounds like as they line up, respond to signals, organize materials, 
and learn to use the books and learning tools and resources that will 
help them build deeper understanding of grade level concepts.  
 
As children perform required chores at home, like taking care of 
their bedrooms and play spaces, assisting with meal preparation and 
clean up, and caring for pets, you can notice and acknowledge their 
growing independence and sense of responsibility.  Children can be 
responsible for organizing their clothes and school items, going to 
bed on time and getting up in time for school.  As homework is 
introduced, responsibility extends to copying assignments, bringing 
home needed materials, following assignment directions, packing up 
homework, and turning in completed homework on time. When we 
are busy, it is sometimes easier as parents to “do for.”  Taking the 
time to let children develop their sense of responsibility by giving 
them ownership of tasks leads to confident, capable children. 

 
 
 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

 
 
 
 
 
Sept. 5  Schools Closed (Labor Day) 
Sept. 6   First Day of School for Students 
  PTO Fall Fundraiser Begins 
Sept. 9  Spirit Day 

PTO Back to School Social 6:00pm 
Sept. 13 Kindergarten Open House 6:30pm 
Sept. 14  Early Dismissal Gr. K-4  

Back to School Night (Gr. 1-4 ONLY) 
Sept. 26 PTO Fall After School Enrichment Begins 
Sept. 28 PTO Meeting 9:15am & 6:30pm 
Sept. 30 Fall Pictures 
 PTO Fall Fundraiser Ends 

 

CHARACTER EDUCATION TRAIT 

Responsibility 
 



 

 

2016-2017 Robert Hunter 
Family Handbook 

Our 2016-2017 Family Handbook has 
been updated and placed on Virtual 
Backpack and on our school website 
under “Parents – Parent Handbook”.  

 
 

School Security 

New Jersey State Law requires that one (1) 
fire drill and one (1) school security drill (i.e. 
evacuation drills, lockdown drills, and lockout 
drills) must be conducted each month.  
Detailed routes are posted inside the door of 
each classroom and procedures for each drill 
are explained and practiced with students.  

 
 

Power Up With School Breakfast! 
We are happy to announce that Robert Hunter will be offering a 

school breakfast program daily for all students during the 2016-

2017 school year.   

 

Breakfast will be served in the Robert Hunter cafeteria from 

8:30-8:45am beginning September 6, 2016.  Students who are 

dropped off at school should let an adult on duty know that they 

are purchasing breakfast.  Staff members on morning bus duty will 

escort bused students purchasing breakfast to the cafeteria.   

 

If you want your child(ren) to receive breakfast at school, daily 

options and cost are detailed in the menu available on the district 

webpage.  Breakfast will not be served on delayed opening days. 

 

Breakfast will be $1.50 for students.  All students who qualify for 

reduced-price lunch also qualify for reduced-price breakfast at a 

cost of $0.30.  Eligible free lunch students are also eligible to a 

free breakfast. 

 

If you have any questions about the breakfast 

menu or the cost of breakfast items, please 

contact Tim Teeling, Maschios Food Program 

Manager, at (908) 284-7515.  You are welcome 

to call the Robert Hunter main office at (908) 

284-7620 with any additional questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Things to Remember 
1. Please report to the office to receive a visitor pass as soon as 

you arrive at school.  Please remember to sign in and return 
the pass when you are ready to leave. 

2. When driving your child to school, please respect the 
directions given by staff on duty.  If you are driving your child 
to school in the morning, please pull up 
along the curb in front of the building 
and wait for our teacher(s) to dismiss 
your child into the school.  It is 
important that all parents stay in line and drive very slowly 
when dropping students off in front of the building.  Students 
should exit the car on the school side of the vehicle in order 
to ensure student safety.  Please park in one of our two 
parking lots if you want to escort your child into the school.  
Students may be dropped off starting at 8:30am.  Students 
will be marked tardy after 8:55am. 

3. When picking up your child after school, parking is NOT 
allowed along the front curb of the school.  Please use the 
parking lots. 

4. When your child is absent, please remember to call our 
absence line, 284-7620 and select option # 1. 

5. Notes must be sent to school with your child if you are 
requesting any changes in dismissal 
arrangements. If your plans changed 
during the day, please call before 2:30 to 
help us maintain a smooth and orderly 
bus dismissal. 

6. Please update us if there are any 
changes in emergency contact phone 
numbers during the school year.   

 

Recess at Robert Hunter 

There are four different types of recess at Robert Hunter.  The 
type of recess selected depends on the wind, 
temperature, precipitation, and conditions of the blacktop. 
  

 Outdoor Recess:  Full 20 minutes of outdoor recess; 
Students are allowed to play with all recess equipment 
and/or on the playground. 

 Mini Recess:  Students are in the classroom for 10 
minutes of indoor recess (group game) and then go 
outside for 10 minutes of outdoor recess with equipment 
/ limited equipment.  This type of recess would be 
selected on a cold winter day, with limited wind and fair 
ground conditions. 

 Fresh Air Recess:  Students are in the classroom for 10 
minutes of indoor recess (group game) and then go 
outside for 10 minutes of fresh air walk around yellow 
track on blacktop.  This type of recess would be selected 
on a colder day, in which the ground may be covered with 
salt and the wind is blowing too much to use 
equipment.  Students walk around the track 
with their peers (some ask to jog or skip, as 
they do in PE class) and are able to talk as 
they walk prior to lining up to enter the cafeteria. 

 Indoor Recess:  Full 20 minutes of indoor recess, in which 
students play with / use games and items specified by 
classroom teacher. 

 

WWEELLCCOOMMEE  BBAACCKK  TTOO  SSCCHHOOOOLL!!  

KINDERGARTEN OPEN HOUSE 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 13, 2016 

6:30pm 

 

 

 

Back to School Night for Grades 1-4 
September 14, 2016 

6:30-8:00pm 

 


